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Abstract:

Men’s drinking gatherings (symposia) were an essential and important element of Greek
culture. Three elements controlled the organization of these aristocratic gatherings: luxury,
tradition, and festivity.

The host had to observe the general rules of hospitality, the most important of which
included respecting a certain number of cups determined by the head guest or symposiarch
chosen to oversee the gathering. These cups reveal the problems of excessive drinking and its
consequences, recalling the symposium’s laws.

At the same time the noble host was required to provide for and organize the gathering
according to his level of wealth and his guests for whom he was also required to provide a
festive atmosphere to help generate a fraternal spirit of closeness. After providing the
appropriate drink, which was watered down wine in krater jars (often depicted alongside

oenochoe pitchers and cups as a signal to serve the wine and begin the celebration. The Greek
artist managed to depict his viewpoint of the rituals and practices of the symposium stripped of
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the idealism with which the poets and symposium writers did. They may have been concerned
only with expressing the celebrations of the gathering as a point of attraction for an important
event that recurred throughout the Greek epoch.

Modes of entertainment and celebration varied from singing to the telling of jokes, the
recitation of poetry and political discussions, to games including throwing wine at a target in
return for a prize, and it all took place in the presence of musicians and courtesans. The
celebration would go on after the end of the gathering when loud processions of drunken
people could be seen dancing, playing music and flirting with the boys across the city, a
phenomenon that despite its huge potential for disruption ancient Athenian society could
contain so that problems were avoided.
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